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for anything we know to the contrary, may be as old as human reason itself. Notwithstanding the prevalence of the contrary opinion, there is evidence that even the lowest forms of religion have originated in a speculative impulse. They are not mere embodiments of the feelings of fear, or love, or dependence, but consist in great part of rude speculations, strange fancies, as to the making and the meaning of nature and of man. The ruder tribes of men seem unable to conceive either of mere matter or mere spirit; they spiritualise matter and materialise spirit; souls and gods are supposed by them to be material beings, and material things to have souls and divine powers ; they cannot think of matter and spirit as separate existences. Fetichism, animism, animal - worship, nature-worship, have all their root in this mental incapacity. All these forms- of religion may with almost as much propriety be called materialistic as the professedly materialistic theories of the recent speculators who, in the name of science, ascribe life and sense and other potencies even to the ultimate elements of matter. The feeble power of abstraction which characterises uncultured man has always made him, to a considerable extent, a materialist. He has been unable to think of mind and matter apart; of a body without spirit or spirit without body; of nature without God or God without nature. Man